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Romania

We have completed the first Eastern European language recording of Magdalena. So what happened to Altai? God had
other plans for me! We found out at almost the last minute that the dialog
director would not be available and our visas wouldn’t allow us to still be in
Russia when she was. So Romania asked us to come, and since we had the
visas and our plane tickets could be changed, off we went to Bucharest.

| On Sunday in Bucharest we walked to church. On the way we stepped into

k| an Orthodox church. It was visually overwhelming with every surface painted
with iconography and incense in the air and everything was sung or

chanted. There were no seats except for a couple of benches for the infirm.
Everyone just picked a place and knelt. We stayed for about five minutes

41 and then went on to our church. Cristina, a roommate of our translator Cami,
A grew up in an Orthodox church much like 85% of Romanians.

My recording partner John noticed how much everyone was
gesticulating at the same time | noticed a boy of about ten taking
flowers to the front of the church. When we asked Cristina what was
going on, she said that they were singing prayers for dead relatives
and for the heroes of Romania. Then she said something that
surprised us a bit: “They have no idea what they are doing or why. If
you ask them they will tell you, ‘Because we have always done so. We
are preserving the faith.”” She said the priest would most likely tell
you the same answer: “Because it is s0.”

She said she did the same things, going through the same motions
and singing the same chants for years and never had any idea what it
was about.

That was why we went. So that people would know what, and more
importantly who, it is about.

An Ingush in Moscow

We traveled through Moscow on our way home, staying with Jim, the Russia language coordinator for the Jesus Film. Also
visiting Jim for the two days we were there was Ahmed. Ahmed is an Ingush and as such, he is a Muslim. There are only
a handful of believers in Ingushtia. They are unengaged by any missions group and have no scripture translations even
started. The only thing they have so far is the “JESUS” film. That is how Jim met and befriended Ahmed. Ahmed was a
voice actor in the film.

Here's the kicker. Ingushtia is very small and wedged between Chechnya and South Ossetia. He lives less than 50 miles
from both. You have probably heard now that Russia has engaged in a war in south Ossetia which is part of Georgia. And
of course Chechnya is one of the most dangerous places on earth and a breeding ground of Islamic separatist terrorists.
Ahmed has a bleak future there.

Ahmed speaks no English and John and | speak no Ingush or Russian, but it was still fun to hang out with him (with no
translator) for a few hours! Fortunately, Jim was with us most of the time and is fluent in Russian. Please pray for Ahmed.
Please pray that his friendship with Jim will eventually lead him to friendship with Christ. Pray that he can find a job in
outside of his current region. He has an engineering degree but no prospects of using it in Ingustia, and that is just the
kind of hopelessness that the enemy uses in recruiting people into fanaticism. (over for more...)




More about the Ingush (from www.joshuaproject.net)...

What are their beliefs?

Like the Chechen, the Ingush are committed to the beliefs
of the Islamic religion. While some say their conversion was
a political move to counter Russian influence, it is, without
a doubt, their religion today. Before converting, they were
known to be animists (believe that non-human objects have
spirits). They looked to one spirit who served as the head
over various other gods in nature.

What are their needs?

The recent war in Chechnya has greatly affected the Ingush,
and the struggle for independence from Russia continues.
With only a few known Ingush believers, much prayer is
required to see the Gospel effectively reach these precious

people.
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